


UBOS CELEBRATES THE SELFLESSNESS OF THE UGANDAN HEROES

“The National Heroes day is celebrated annually every June 
09 to commemorate the sacrifice of selfless Ugandans that 
launched a struggle to liberate the country from a spell of 
tyranny and bad governance. Their effort resulted into a 
successful five (05) guerrilla peoples’ struggle that set a tone 
of recovery in all sectors defining an era of steady progress 
to date”

It is therefore our pleasure to share with you the selected 
statistical indicators across sectors highlighting the nation’s 
growth development spearheaded by the selfless service and 
vision of the national Heroes.

 

H.E Yoweri Kaguta Museveni
President of the Republic of Uganda

Congratulatory message

The Board of Directors, Management and Staff of the Uganda 
Bureau of Statistics congratulate His Excellency the President of 
the Republic of Uganda Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, the Heroes of 
Uganda, the people of Uganda and the entire officers and men 
of the military fraternity on this occasion of commemorating the 
national Heroes day.
As we join the rest of the country in this ‘scientific’ commemo-
ration, we take the honour to remember and salute the selfless 
efforts of the national Heroes who bore a long term vision and 
put their lives on the line to liberate the country from tyranny. In 
memory of their selfless national sacrifice, we commit ourselves to 
continuously deliver on our mandate of producing and disseminat-
ing quality official statistics for national development to sustain the 
gains of the journey to which they laid a firm foundation.

Robin Kibuka (PhD)
UBOS, Board Chairman

Long live Your Excellency, Long live the national spirit of the Heroes of Uganda!

Chris N. Mukiza (PhD)
Executive Director



THE PERFOMANCE OF THE MAJOR SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY

•	 The performance of sectors of the economy has blossomed 
over the years since 1986. However, in particular to the financial 
year 2019/2020 and due to the effect(s) of the corona virus 
pandemic the performance has been much slower compared 
to the previous financial year.

•	 The preliminary estimates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
during the Fiscal Year (FY) 2019/2020 indicate that the 
economy grew by 3.1% compared to 6.8% in 2018/19

•	 However, in real terms, the size of the economy has increased 
to UGX 126,258 Billion in 2019/2020 from UGX 122,494 Billion 
in 2018/19.

AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES

•	 The gross valued added for Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing
activities grew by 4.2% in 2019/2020 compared to 5.3% in 
2018/19.

•	 The performance in Agricultural activities is largely attributed to 
the good performance in Food crop growing activities which 
registered a growth of 4.3% in 2019/2020 compared to 1.5% 
in 2018/19. Livestock activities grew by 7.7% in 2019/2020 
compared to 7.3% in 2018/19.

•	 However, fishing activities registered a slower growth of 1.6% 
in 2019/2020 compared to 41.4% recorded in the previous 
FY, partly contributing to the slower growth in the Agriculture 
sector during the FY 2019/2020.



INDUSTRY

•	 The overall industry sector registered a slowdown in growth by 
2.3% in 2019/2020 compared to 10.1% in 2018/19.

•	 The slower growth in the sector is mainly attributed to the poor 
performance in Manufacturing activities (1.4% in 2019/2020 
compared to 7.8% in 2018/19), Mining & Quarrying activities 
declined by 2.8% in 2019/2020 from 33.4% in 2018/19. 
Construction activities also registered a slowdown growth of 
5.4% in 2019/2020 compared to 14.2% in 2018/19.

INTERNET USAGE

•	 The use of Internet resources to enhance productivity has 
gained even more importance in this corona virus era.

•	 As of 2017, the total number of fixed Internet subscribers 
increased by 13.3% from the number registered in 2016.

•	 Over the same period, there was a 22.9% decrease in mobile 
wireless Internet subscriptions from the 79.9% increase in 
2016.

SERVICES

•	 The services sector registered a slower growth of 3.6% in 
2019/2020 compared to the 5.7% in 2018/19.

•	 In the services sector, Information and Communication (ICT) 
activities grew by 34.3% in 2019/2020 compared to a lowly 
0.6% in 2018/19. Public Administration grew by 13.0% 
in 2019/2020 compared to a 3.2% growth in 2018/19. 
Professional, Scientific and Technical activities grew by 4.4% 
in 2019/2020 compared to 2.9% in 2018/19.

Source: UBOS Periodical Releases on Economic Performance, June 2020



MOBILE MONEY TRANSACTIONS

•	 The total number of mobile money registered customers 
increased by 8% from 21,580 million in 2016 to 23, 362 million 
in 2017.

•	 The value of transactions increased by 37% from UGX 4,791 
billion in 2016 to UGX 6,583 billion in 2017.

Mobile Money Transactions, 2013 – 2017
Subscribers 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Mobile money 
registered 
customers (‘000s)

14,243 18,529 21,102 21,580 23,362

Transactions 
(number ‘000s)

207,098 496,269 200,057 291,000 120,699

Transactions 
(value in UGX 
billion)

18,982.50 24,053.90 9,391 4,791 6,583

Source: UBOS Statistical Abstract, 2018

THE NATIONAL POPULATION DYNAMICS

•	 In 1986, Uganda’s total population stood at approximately 15 
million people.

•	 In 2020, Uganda’s total population is projected to grow to 
about 41.6 million people (51% female and 49% male). Wakiso 
district is the most populated with a projected population of 
2,915,200 million people followed by Kampala with 1,680,600 
persons. Kalangala district has the least population (projected 
at 67,200 persons in 2020).

Source: UBOS Censuses and Population Projections Reports 1969 - 2020

•	 In 1986, the Total Fertility Rate was seven children per woman.

•	 The Total Fertility Rate has since declined to approximately five 
children per woman now.

Internet Subscriptions, 2013 - 2017
Users & Subscribers 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Fixed Internet 
subscribers

100,900 113,400 130,200 148,000 167,700

Annual percentage 
change

5.1 12.4 14.8 13.7 13.3

Mobile wireless 
internet 
subscriptions

3,625,559 5,694,930 7,349,540 13,000,000 10,028,847

Annual percentage 
change

34.6 57.1 29.1 76.9 -22.9

Estimated internet 
users (‘000s)

7,314 10,813 13,842 19,000 18,825

Annual percentage 
change

18 47.8 28 37.3 -1

Internet penetration 20.7 29.5 39.7 51.9 49.9

Source: Uganda Demographic and Health Survey (UDHS) Report, 2016



•	 Life Expectancy at Birth was approximately 47 years in 1986

•	 The Life Expectancy at Birth has since improved to 63.7 years. 
This was also an increase from 50.4 years in 2002.

•	 The women now have a longer life expectancy (64.5 years 
compared to 52.0 years in 2002).

•	 The men on the other hand have a life expectancy of 62.8 
years compared to 48.8 years in 2002.

Life expectancy at birth, 1991-2016

Source: Uganda Demographic and Health Survey (UDHS) Report, 2016

Source: UBOS Statistical Abstract, 2018

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

In Uganda, to be eligible to vote in an election or referendum, one must be a citizen, 
aged 18 years or older and duly registered as a voter.

•	 Overall, 83% of persons aged 18 years and above at the time 
of elections voted in the most recent (2016) Presidential and 
Parliamentary Polls.

•	 76% of the eligible voter nationals voted in the LC V elections 
while 73% voted in the LC III elections in the 2016 round.

•	 A higher proportion of males (86%) compared to females (80%) 
voted in the 2016 Presidential and Parliamentary elections.

•	  A higher proportion (85%) of persons in rural areas compared to 
76% of their urban counterparts voted in the 2016 Presidential 
and Parliamentary elections.

Voting patterns in Uganda (%)

Presidential/
Parliamentary



WATER AND SANITATION

•	 Total water production by the National Water and Sewerage 
Corporation (NWSC) has increased to 126.3 million cubic meters 
from 120.6 million cubic meters in 2016.

Water Produced by NWSC 2012 – 2018 (Cubic Meters)

ENERGY USE

•	 At the national level, the use of Electricity for lighting stands at 22% 
up from 14% in 2012/13.

•	 Use of Tadooba for lighting is 28%, down from 58% in 2012/13.

•	 18% of the households use Solar for lighting

•	 64% of the households use Firewood for cooking, a reduction from 

76% in 2012/13.

•	 30% of the households use Charcoal for cooking, an increase from 
20% in 2012/13.

•	 Only 6% of the households use Electricity, Kerosene and Gas for 
cooking.

Source: Uganda National Household Survey, 2016/17

UGANDA EXCELS IN THE ‘WAR’ AGAINST COVID-19

•	 Corona virus was declared an international health emergency in 
January 2020 by the World Health Organization, and since then, the 
virus has ravaged nations adversely affecting economies world over.

•	 However, the Uganda government put out a heroic response against 
COVID-19 through a series of health advisories and directives from 
H.E the President.

•	 Indeed, the response has since contained the virus from spreading in 
the communities and to date, we have not registered any COVID-19 
related deaths.

•	 Owing to the careful virus response, Uganda is now gradually easing 
the national lockdown with many business sectors now open as well 
as public and private transport except in the border districts.

The National COVID-19 Standings on the Occasion of Heroes day, June 

09, 2020
Confirmed cases Active cases Fatalities Recoveries
646 543 0 103

•	 At the national level, there is an increase of households using 
improved water sources from 68% in 2012/13 to 80% in 2016/17.

•	 Kampala has the highest number of households with improved 
water sources (96%) followed by Busoga (93%) while Ankole has 
the lowest (57%).

•	 6.2% of households have hand washing facilities (water and soap) 
after use of the toilet.

•	 83% of households use pit latrines.

•	 7% of households do not have toilet facilities.

•	 Only 3% of the households use flush toilets.

•	 In the rural areas, 9% of the households do not use any toilet facilities, 
compared to 2% of the households in urban areas.

Source: Uganda National Household Survey, 2016/17

Source: UBOS Statistical Abstract, 2018



A MAP OF UGANDA SHOWING POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY DISTRICTA MAP OF UGANDA SHOWING THE BORDER DISTRICTS WHERE PUBLIC 
AND PRIVATE TRANSPORT IS STILL RESTRICTED TO CONTAIN 

COVID-19

Source: UBOS Population Projections Reports 2015 - 2020



CURRENT DISTRICTS IN UGANDA BY REGION

EASTERN NORTHERN


