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HIGHLIGHTS

The Index of Distributive Trade is a short term indicator which measures
changes in the volume of goods sold by the Trade Sector. It is a volume index
that is compiled on a quarterly basis. The index covers three broad groups:
Wholesale and Retail trade and Repair of Motor vehicles and motor cycles;
Wholesale trade, except of motor vehicles and motor cycles; and Retail trade,
except of motor vehicles and motor cycles. All the three group indices are
aggregated to obtain Distributive Trade Index.
Annual Volume Percentage Changes in Distributive trade sector stood at
5 minus 1.4 Percent.
| The overall volume of goods sold in Distributive trade sector decreased by 1.4
percent for the year ending September 2019 compare 0.2 percent increase
| recorded for the year ended August 2019,
| Figure1: Annual Volume Changes in Distributive Trade July 2018 -
September 2019
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The Main Driver for the 1.4 percent fall in volume of Distributive trade were;

e  Wholesale, Retail and Repair of Motor vehicles by (25.2%) during the

year ending September 2019 compared to 4.4 percent increase
registered for the year ended August 2019.

o  However wholesale and Retail trade sub sector registered an increase
in the volume of goods sold by 2.0 percent and 0.6 percent
respectively in the year ending September 2019.

Monthly Volume Changes in the Distributive Trade Sector

The overall monthly volume of goods sofd in Distributive trade sector decreased
by (2.8%) in September 2019 compared to (1.5%) fall in volume of goods sold in
August 2019. This was driven mainly by fall in the volume of Motor vehicles sold
and repaired by (12.7%), Retail trade by (5.2%).However in the same period,
whole sale trade subsector registered an increase in the volume goods sold by
2.0%.
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Quarterly Indices
Fig 2. Quarterly Indicies from Q1’ FY2018/19 to Q1’ FY2019/20
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Quarterly volume Change in Distributive Trade Sector
The volume of goods sold in Distributive trade sector increased by 6.(
percent in Quarter 1 FY2019/20 compared to a decrease of 5.€
percent reported in Quarter 4 FY 2018/19. The increase in the volume
of trade recorded in Quarter 1 FY2019/20 was mainly due to:
e  Anincrease of 6.8% in the volume of goods sold by wholesalers.
e Anincrease of 6.0% in the volume of goods sold by Retailers
Figure 3 below shows the trend for the volume of goods sold in overal
Distributive trade sector and sub-sectors from first quarter of FY2018/1¢
to first quarter of FY2019/20.

Fig 3. Quarterly Volume Percentage Changes
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