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Introduction

Information on OVCs is critical for;

1. Evidence-based decision-making, policy formulation,
further research and appropriate resource allocation to
meet the evolving needs of Orphans and other Vulnerable
Children in Uganda.

2. Tracking progress toward the achievement of Sustainable
Development Goals on Good Health and Well-being (3),
Gender equality (5), and Quality Education (4), among
others.
sove 2024 3- Monitoring progress of the National child policy 2020
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Objective of the Monograph

Monograph = Provide levels and distribution

of categories of orphans and
l other vulnerable children in

Uganda
Orphans and Other
Vulnerable Children . .
(OVC) = Present Key Socio-economic
Characteristics Associated
children
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Definitions

5 00D OV
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m Vulnerable Child:

A child who is currently either
experiencing or likely to experience
lack of adequate care and protection.
These include;

= Abandoned children

A person aged
less than 18
complete years

A child who lost

= Children who are exposed /or likely
to be exposed to risks of poverty,
disability, forced displacement, or
living in situations of inadequate
adult support

either one or both
parents
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Scope of the OVC Monograph

Focus

= QOverview of children in Uganda
= Orphanhood status

=  (Other Vulnerable children

=  Child Mothers

What it answers

= How many children are affected?
= \Who are they?

= Where do they live?
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Population of children by sex in Million (2002-2024)

m Male mFemale mTotal

22.2
18.9

13.4
96 9.3

11.1 11.1
6.7 6.7

NPHC 2002 NPHC 2014 NPHC 2024
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Sex ratio in Children, 2002-2024

120
100.4 103.4
Sex Ratio is the proportion of 100
males per 100 females within
a population. ° 80
=
A ratio of 100 indicates an f 60
equal number of males and &
females, while a ratio below 40
100 indicates more females
than males and a ratio above 20
100 indicates more males
than females. 0
2002 2014
Census Years
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Population Pyramid Of Children In Uganda
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QN:
Is (NAME’S)
biological mother
alive ?
1=Yes
2=No
8= Don’t know
Is (NAME’S)
biological Father
alive ?
1=Yes
2=No

8= Don’t know

Don’t know survival Status | 0.8

Both parents’dead [ 4.2

‘ ’ Father alive, motherdead || 2.5

Mother alive, father dead M 6.2

0 20
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Percentage of children who are orphans by type, 2024

20 2.9

18 Miliion
16 children
O 14 were
% 12 Orphans
§ 10
s 8
o 6 4
4 3
: _
» L
Only Father  Only Mother Both parents Orphans (one
dead dead dead or both parents
dead)
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Orphanhood by Sex
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® Only mother dead = Only father dead = Both parents dead

6.1 6.3
4.3 4.1

Male Female Total

6.2

4.2

Percentage
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Orphanhood Levels by Rural-Urban Residence

m Urban mRural
23 2.6

13.5
11.9
6 6.3
II a5 4.5
T |

Only Father Only Mother Both parents One or Both
dead dead dead parents dead
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Orphanhood by age of the child

—Only Fatherdead = —Only Motherdead —Both Parents dead

11.6
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Age of the child
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South Sudan

A

Acholi
1428 %

Karamoja

1193 /o)

National

()
Percentage of children 13%
Bunyoro
who are orphans by wepunto 12'8%
Subregion

United Republic of Tanzania

Percentage/Rate
Nt T 20.1 -

Lowest Highest
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Nakasongola
(10.5)

Nakaseke

Percentage
of children
who are
orphans in
central
region

Wakiso

{#3) (10.9)

Kampala
(9.3)

Ssembabule

Lwengo
(15.9) Kalangala

(9.7)
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Percentage
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of children
who are
orphans in
Eastern
region
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Kapelebyong
(10.8)
Amuria
(9.7)
A Soroti Katakwi
Kalaki (8.6) (10.8)
9
aberamaido Soroti
(10.2) City
(8.5)
Serere
pobils Ngors — Bulambuli
(10.4)
(8.4) (8.3) Kween
(11.2)
Bukedea Kapchorwa
(9.7) (11.8) Bukwo
Pallisa
Buteb i
(10.0) :lgt;) 8 s::‘:-::;o

Budaka ppaje_city
Kibuku (11.2) (10.4) Bududa
(12.2)
Mbale
o Butaleja (9.6)
amutumba (10.0)
(11.4) Manafwa
(10.1)
Tororo
(11.2)
Bugiri
(10.8)
Namayingo
(11.1)

Percentaie

Highest
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Percentage of
children who are
orphans in
Western region
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Kiryandongo

Buliisa {13-3)

(11.0)

A Masindi
Hoima (12.1)

P

Kikuube
(15.6) Hoima_City

(9.4)
Ntoroko
Kabarole
(17.5)
(2.5 Kakumiro
(12.1)

((fﬂ ‘o)

Kyegegwa
Bunyangabu (15.0)
(1.1

Fort_Portal

city
(12.2)

Kamwenge
(14.9)

Kasese
(10.0)
Kitagwenda
(12.2)
Iband

(12.5)

Buhweju
(11.9)

Mbarara
(12.4)

Bushenyi
(11.5)

Mbarara_City
Sheema (2.8)
(11.0

Rukungiri Isingiro
(12.3)

Kisoro @19

(10.3) Kabale
(11

Percentage
o4 T

Lowest Highest
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in Northern
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Kobok
Kaabong
(23.4)

aracha
(13.8)

Terego

Adjumani

(16.4) (22.3)
Arua_City
14.9) Amuru Gulu Kotido
Arua (15.2) (14.0) Pader (16.6)
Agago
14.5
(143) \adi-okollo (s (14.0)
(15.8) Gulll_Clty
(12.2) Omoro Abim
Nwoya = (16.2) Moroto
i 6.7)
Zombo (13.4) Lira “
(12.5) Nebbi Pakwach (12.7) Otuke

(123 (143) . (11.7) )\/_/\
yam
Lira_City
~ (13.6) Kole (12.8) Alebtong
(12.3) Lira (12.7)
(12.7)

- Dokolo [\
Kwania (12.7)

Apac (13.3)
(13.4)
Amolatar
(11.9)

Percentage
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Orphanhood by Sex, 2002 & 2024

13.3 _ 13.2 _
Male Female Total
m 2002 m2024
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20
18
16
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Percentage
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School Attendance status of Orphans

Questions on school attendance were asked for children aged 3
years and above

1. Has (NAME) ever attended formal school or any early childhood
education programme ? 1=Yes, 2=No

2. If Yes, Did (NAME) attend school at any time during the 2024
schooling year ?

Categorization

Currently attending

Attended in the past

Never attended

Uganda Bureau of Statistics = Plot 9 Colville Street, Kampala Uganda
o Website: www.ubos.org Tel: +256(0)-41-4706000 & E-mail: ubos@ubos.or = twitter:@StatisticsUg ®# WhatsApp: 0750747176
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100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Percentage
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School attendance by Orphanhood status

m Currently attending
m Attended in the past

m Never attended school

72

61
54

10
Non_orphan Orphan Non_Orphan Orphan
3-5 years 6-17years
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School attendance (3-5years) by Orphanhood status

m Male = Female

62.3 50 5
45 6 48.2 48.3 45 8
9 3 9 6
6.1 6.1
Currently  Attended in Never Currently  Attended in Never
attending the Past attended attending the Past attended
Non_orphan Orphan
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School attendance (6-17years) by Orphanhood status

80 715718
o /0
& 60 53.7 54.4
§ 50
C“T_’ gg 190 28.6 26 7
20 11.8 12.5 16.7 15.7 177
1 HE
X ]
Currently Attended in Never Currently Attended in Never
attending the past attended attending the past attended
Non-Orphans Orphans
m Male mFemale
#OVC 2024
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Children aged 15-17 in employment by orphanhood status

B Non-Orphan m® Orphan

21.8 21.0
il ] i ] I

Male Female Total

Percentage
A NN
O 01 O 01 O O
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Children aged 14-17 in employment by orphanhood status

B Non-Orphans ® QOrphans
25

20.9
18.2 19.5
II 17.1 I
O I

Male Female Total

20.2

N
o

17.6

N
&)

RN
o

Percentage

&)
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Unknown Parental survival status

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC,
2025) emphasises that children should;

= Know their parents (ldentity);

= Not be separated from their parents, and

= Be looked after by their parents unless there are reasons
why that is not possible; and children should have a family

or belonging that is an identity

Uganda Bureau of Statistics = Plot 9 Colville Street, Kampala Uganda
rn Website: www.ubos.org Tel: +256(0)-41-4706000 = E-mail: ubos@ubos.or = twitter:@StatisticsUg @ WhatsApp: 0750747176
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Distribution of children whose parental survival status is

unknown
QN:

Survival Status of Parent No. Percent
Is (NAME'S) _ :

Mother alive, Father Don’t know 60,324 31.4
biological mother
alive? Mother dead, Father Don’t know 16,395 8.5
o= or {8 Father alive, Mother Don’t know 21,385 11.1
Is (NAME'S)
biological father Father dead, Mother Don’t know 12,739 6.6
alive? 0.7% of
- Don’t know both 81,472 42 .4 all
2=No children
8= Don’t know Total 192,315 100

#OVC 2024
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Distribution of children whose parental survival status is
unknown

d N=192,315

m Only Father
Don’t know

= Only Mother
Don’t know

m Don’t know both
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Percentage of children for whom survival status of a
parent is unknown by Sex

THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

Male Female

= Only Mother Unknown

= Only Mother Unknown
= Only Father Unknown = Only Father Unknown

m Both unknown m Both unknown
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Percentage of children whose parental survival status is

unknown by age

9

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Age of Child
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Percentage of children aged 3-17 for whom survival status
of a parent is unknown by Schooling status

70 m Currently attending

_ m Attended in the past
38.6

= Never attended school
Only Father Unknown Only mother Unknown Both Unknown

56.9

40.0

Percentage
w
o

21.4
20 19.2 161
0
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Percentage of children for whom survival status of a
parent is unknown by Rural-Urban

50
45 42.5 41 1 43.0
40 m Only Father
35 Unknown
30
25 = Only Mother
20 Unknown
15
10 ® Both Unknown
5
0

Urban Rural

#OVC 2024
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CHILD MOTHERHOOD

v
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THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

O A child mother is any female child aged less
than 18 years who has ever given birth,
irrespective of the survival status of the baby.

" O Child motherhood occurs in all societies, with
considerable variation in magnitude and
consequences across different regions.

O These young mothers often face severe risks,
including high mortality rates from pregnancy
complications, poverty, school dropout, and
social stigma, often requiring urgent health and
educational support.
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Percentage of children aged 10-17 who were mothers

1.5%

QN:

Has Q Out of the

[NAME] 4,619,063 girls

ever given aged 10-=17

birth? years in 2024,
a total of
68,787 (1.5%)
were child
mothers.

98.5%
m Never given birth  m Ever given birth
#OVC 2024
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Percentage of child mothers aged 10-17 by age at first birth  £6
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RG0!
THE REPUBLIC

8.43

QN:
How old was
[NAME]at the
time she had her
first birth?

3.1

Percentage

0.97
001 0.01 002 0.05 02

© = N O b 01 O N 0 O

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Age at first birth
#0OVC 2024
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QN:
Has (NAME) ever
attended formal
school or any early
childhood education

programme?

Did (NAME) attend
school at any time

during the 2024

school year?

#OVC 2024

Percentage of child mothers by School Attendance

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

0

YORGop A\fm‘ COUNTAY]

THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

83.0 m Never
given birth

71.2

m Ever given
birth

15.4

13.4 13.5

Currently attending  Attended in the past Never attended school

3.9
—
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Percentage of Child Mothers by Orphanhood Status , (%)

QN:
Is (NAME'S) biological 3
mother alive? 24
1=Yes 2.5 29
2=No 2.1 :
8= Don’t know % 2
8
Is (NAME'S) biological - 14
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1=Yes !q_)
2=No ol 1
8= Don’t know
0.5
0)
Non- Orphan Only Only Both dead
orphan Father  Mother
dead dead
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Percentage
of child
mothers by
Sub region
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Summary of Findings

2,873,622 (13 %) of children were orphans (lost
one or both parents) in 2024

 Percentage of orphans was highest in Madi 20.1%
and lowest in Kampala (9.3%) Sub region

4 29% of orphans aged 3-5 were attending school

d 54% of Orphans aged 6-17 were attending school
4 21% of Orphans aged 15 -17 were in Employment.
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Summary of Findings

 Survival status of a parent was unknown for 0.7%
of all children

d 59% of children for whom the survival status of
only father was unknown were currently attending
school, compared to 19% for whom survival status
of only mother was unknown.

1 1.5% of children 10-17 years have ever given birth.
#0OVC 2024
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Summary of Findings...

[ Prevalence of child mothers was higher among
orphans (2.1%) than non-orphans (1.4%).

[ Prevalence of child mothers was highest in Bunyoro
sub region (2.2%) and lowest in Kampala (0.7%).

d Prevalence of child mothers was highest in
Namayingo district (3.1%) and lowest in Kisoro and
Kaabong (0.3%).
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