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Message from Chairman
Board of Directors

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2nd edition of our
NSS Newsletter.

As we build on the milestones highlighted in our
inaugural issue, this edition reflects our continued
4 commitment to strengthening Uganda’s statistical land

- scape and enhancing the use of data for endorsed

%" planning and decision making. The successful
dissemination of the final report of the NPHC 2024

results marked an important step forward and we remain

Dr. Albert Byamugisha (PhD).

Uganda Bureau Of Statistics focused on ensuring that these and other statistical
outputs effectively inform the National development
process.

The Board of Directors appreciates the sustained
collaboration of our partners and stakeholders. Your
support remains vital as we promote quality statistics,
strengthen coordination across the system and enabling
greater investment in data production and utilization.

Through this Newsletter, we aim to keep you informed,
engaged, and aligned with our shared vision of a modern,
responsive, and impactful National Statistical System.

| thank you for your continued partnership and invite you
to read this edition with interest.

Wishing you a Merry Chrismas and Happy New Year
2026.
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Chris N. Mukiza (PhD).

Uganda Bureau Of Statistics

Message from Executive
Director

Dear Esteemed Stakeholders,

This 2nd Edition of the National Statistical System (NSS)
Newsletter underscores the imperative of a strong,
coherent, and well-coordinated NSS that advances
transparency, accountability and evidence-based planning
and decision making. The NSS is fundamental to
sustainable development and to improving the wellbeing
of our citizens.

Our responsibility extends beyond the production of data
to ensure clarity, relevance, and practical application.
Statistics are not mere figures; they are catalysts for
informed action and national transformation. Sound data
provides the foundation for effective planning, informed
policy formulation and robust monitoring and evaluation
of development outcomes. UBOS remains resolute in
delivering high quality, relevant and timely statistics that
respond to the evolving needs of users at global, regional,
national and subnational levels in alignment with Uganda’s
Development frameworks and international
commitments.

| once again convey my sincere gratitude to all our
partners and stakeholders, for their unwavering
collaboration and support. UBOS will continue to
strengthen strategic partnerships, uphold the highest
standards of data quality and champion the effective use
of statistics in driving Uganda'’s development Agenda.

Happy and Prosperous New Year 2026.
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RELEASE OF AREA PROFILES (DISTRICT, COUNTY/DIVISION & SUBCOUNTY/TOWN COUNCIL
STATISTICS FROM NATIONAL POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUS (NPHC) 2024

The Government of Uganda through the Uganda Bureau of Statistics conducted the 11th
National Population and Housing Census (NPHC)in May 2024. The Final Report of the Census
2024 - Volume 1(Main)was published on 31" December 2024.

NATIONAL POPULATION AND HOUSING CENSUS 2024
FINAL REPORT

YOUR COPY FROM THE LINK BELOW

www.ubos.org

The County/Division and Subcounty/Town Council Reports present the final results of the
population, household characteristics and housing conditions at Parish/WARD level for 17
Sub Regions. The concepts and definitions used in the Final Report of National Population
and Housing Census 2024 - Volume 1, remain the same in these reports.

THE CENSUS

2024 AREA O AVAILABLE]|

www.ubos.org/nphc-2024-census-page

1l

n Uganda Bureau of Statistics | @statisticsug | ubos@ubos.org | @ www.ubos.org
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EDITORIAL
NOTE

Dear Esteemed Readers here comes the 2nd Edition of the National
Statistical System (NSS) Newsletter, 2025.

In fulfillment of our statutory mandate enshrined under the Uganda
Bureau of Statics Act, 1998, to coordinate, monitor and supervise
the NSS, we are delighted to share with you some statistical insights
for the period running from October to December 2025.

We bring to your attention what statistical departments, agencies
and units like Uganda Statistical Society, Prisons, Police, Judiciary,
the media and Academia as well as the sports fraternity have
highlighted in the statistical findings, key developments, institutional
achievements, and upcoming initiatives that align with the Bureaus
Mission and the broader goals of the NSS.

We sincerely appreciate all those who have contributed to this
publication for collective understanding and appreciation of
statistics as a cornerstone of National Development.

Wishing you a nice read of this latest edition of our NSS Newsletter.

Didacus Okoth

PRINCIPAL PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER,
UGANDA BUREAU OF STATISTICS
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UBOS LEVERAGING EXHIBITIONS TO ENHANCE BRAND
VISIBILITY AND PROMOTE USE OF STATISTICS

OSCAR NKOOBE

Over the years UBOS has embraced Exhibitions
as a channel for increasing brand visibility and
use of statistics through the various stakeholder
engagements organised by different agencies and
stakeholders at all levels.

As Uganda's National statistics office, Uganda
Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) is mandated to
coordinate, produce, and disseminate official
statistics that inform planning, policy, and decision-
making. Yet, the challenge remains: how can
statistics be made more visible, accessible and
appreciated by the public? To address this, UBOS
has strategically embraced exhibitions both at
national and international levels as a dynamic
platform for enhancing brand visibility, engaging
stakeholders, and promoting the use of statistics.

Exhibitions as a Strategic Communication
Platform

Exhibitions offer UBOS a unique opportunity for
direct interaction with the public. Unlike printed
reports or digital releases, exhibitions bring
statistics to life through visual displays, interactive
dashboards, and one-on-one discussions.

In the 2024/25 financial year, UBOS participated
in over 25 exhibitions nationwide, including the
Uganda International Trade Fair, The Institute of
Public Accountants Association Annual Exhibition,
the Jinja Agricultural show, World Population Day
Celebrations, International Youth Day Celebrations,
National Council for Higher  Education Expo,

Northern Uganda Agricultural show, the Kabalega
Independence week Expo, The Lango Agricultural
and trade show and Africa Statistics Week among
others. Through these events, the Bureau directly
engaged an estimated 80,000 visitors — ranging
from policymakers and development partners to
students, entrepreneurs, and local government
officials.

Visitor feedback collected during these exhibitions
showed that:

» 72%of participants had abetterunderstanding
of UBOS's role after visiting the exhibition
booth.

* 65% expressed increased confidence in using
UBOS data for planning or research.

e 68% subscribed to UBOS online data
platforms or social media channels following
the exhibition.

These findings demonstrate that exhibitions are not
just about visibility they are effective learning and
engagement tools.

Enhancing Brand Visibility: Every exhibition serves as
a brand-building opportunity. UBOS's presence through
branded tents, promotional and advocacy materials, and
interactive displays reinforces its image as a credible,
professional, and innovative institution. During the 2024
Uganda International Trade Fair, for instance, UBOS's
exhibition booth attracted more than 12,000 visitors,
ranking among the top five most visited government
agency stalls. The use of digital data visualizations,
statistical quizzes, and real-time statistical dashboards
enhanced audience engagement and positioned UBOS
as a data-driven and people-centered brand.

Additionally, the distribution of over 15,000 statistical
publications, brochures, flyers, and fact sheets ensured
that key development indicators reached a wider
audience beyond the exhibition grounds.

Promoting the Use of Statistics: One of the major
outcomes of UBOS participation in exhibitions is the
increased public use of statistics. Surveys conducted at
the exhibitions indicated that:

60% of private-sector respondents use UBOS data
for market analysis and business planning.
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Ms. Carolyn Namagembe — Senior Information Officer/Knowledge Management receiving a Certificate of Appreciation
for Uganda Bureau of Statistics at the 30th ICPAU Annual Seminar and Exhibition.

85% of local government representatives apply ~ more than public events; they are a strategic investment
UBOS data in budgeting and project design. in national statistical literacy and institutional visibility.
80% of students and researchers reported that

exhibitions helped them identify new data sources ~ The writer is an information officer, UBOS

for academic work. Email:oscar.nkoobe@ubos.org

By translating numbers into visual stories, maps, charts,
and infographics UBOS makes data more relatable
and easier to interpret, thereby fostering a data-literate
society.

Building Partnerships and Collaboration:

Exhibitions also serve as a networking and feedback
collection platform. The feedback collected from
data users and producers during exhibitions helps to
inform and address future data needs leading to more
informed surveys and census undertakings. Through
exhibition events, UBOS has forged collaborations with
Ministries Departments and Agencies. Institutions
such as the National Planning Authority (NPA), Ministry
of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and Fisheries,
Ministry of Trade, Traders and Farmers Associations
Cultural Institutions, Ministry of ICT, universities, and
development partners. In 2024 alone, UBOS signed over
six new Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) because
of contacts initiated during exhibitions, focusing on data
sharing, capacity building, and statistical innovation.

In today’s information age, visibility and engagement are
as vital as data accuracy. By leveraging exhibitions as a
powerful outreach tool, UBOS continues to bridge the
gap between data producers and data users, ensuring
that statistics are not just collected but understood,
trusted, and applied.

Through measurable impact such as increased
stakeholder engagements partnerships, and data
uptake. UBOS has demonstrated that exhibitions are
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Digitising Policing in Uganda: How the Uganda
Police Force is Transforming Law Enforcement

Through Data

Byamugisha Benedict

Commissioner of Police, Research
and Development.

Abstract

The Uganda Police Force (UPF) is actively transitioning
from traditional paper-based systems to a modern, digi-
tised, and data-driven policing model. This transforma-
tion is fundamental to fulfilling its mandate under Ugan-
da’s Vision 2040 and SDG 16. This article analyses the
significant improvements in administrative efficiency,
focusing on how these systems have enhanced mon-
itoring, planning, and evidence-based intervention in
policy, driving a shift towards professional, accountable,
and predictive policing.

The Digital Journey

For decades, UPF relied on manual systems Station
Diaries, Case Files, and Lock-Up Registers that limited
data accuracy and timeliness. The digitisation journey
progressed through three phases:

* Manual Systems: Paper-based records with slow
information flow.

« Initial Digitisation: Introduction of electronic
databases to enhance record-keeping.

* FullIntegration: Interconnected systems enabling
seamless data sharing, predictive analysis, and
real-time monitoring.

This Full Integration phase is defined by the deploy-

ment of integrated platforms that centralize critical ad-
ministrative data:

The Human Resource Management Information
System (HRMIS) standardizes staff management,
transfer, training, and disciplinary records.
Traffic enforcement is automated and centralized
through the Road Crash System (RCS) and the
Express Penalty System (EPS).
Criminal data is managed through the Criminal
Records Management System (CRMS) and the
Criminal Automated Biometric Identification
System (CABIS).
Digitisation now allows officers to access accurate
records, map crime trends, and make timely, data-in-
formed interventions.

The Mandate and Institutional Objectives
The UPF digitisation mandate focuses on:

* Real-time monitoring through surveillance and
incident response.

* Predictive policing using data analytics for hotspot
forecasting.

+ Centralised information systems for operational
coherence.

» Evidence-based decision-making at policy and field
levels.

Institutional Reforms and Research &
Development

To support the mandate, the UPF has institutionalised
digital and analytical capacity. The elevation of ICT
and Forensics Departments into Directorates and
the establishment of the ICT Research & Innovation
Centre at Kikandwa (which also supports indigenous
technological ~ advancements)  underscore  the
commitment to a scientifically driven and data-centric
force.

Enhanced Monitoring and Advanced Planning

The administrative systems provide the foundational
data for advanced operational oversight and strategic
planning:



Mechanism and Tool

Improvement Area

Contribution to Administration

CCTV Network &
Intelligent Traffic

Real-Time Monitoring Monitoring System

Provides immediate, verifiable evidence for incident
response, traffic enforcement, and automated
tracking of vehicles via ANPR and facial recognition.
This drastically reduces delays and improves

Predictive Planning Statistical Units

IT™
(ITM™S) enforcement efficiency.
Uses integrated data to perform crime mapping
GIS Analytics & and trend evaluation. This informs the strategic

deployment of personnel and resources to forecast
and mitigate crime hotspots, moving policing from
reactive to proactive.

Recruitment

of Economists,
Statisticians, and
Researchers

Analytical Capacity

Embeds professional analytical capacity within
departments (e.g., Traffic Statistical Units) to ensure
the generation of high-quality, reliable administrative
data for planning, overcoming the limitations of
previous manual data collection.

Workflow: Turning Data into Action
The refined data management process is a rigorous

loop that turns administrative records into policy
insights and operational directives:

+ Collection: Data is captured from all integrated
systems, including CCTV, biometrics, CRMS,
public reports, and ITMS.

+ Aggregation: Centralisation into  secure
databases and data warehouses, with rigorous
validation and quality checks performed by
professional Statistical Units.

* Analysis: GIS analytics, trend evaluation, and
predictive modelling by specialized analysts
inform evidence generation.

+ Action: Evidence-based deployment, policy re-
evaluation, and transparent investigations.

Each stage includes multiple verification layers to
ensure accuracy and reliability.

Challenges and the Path Forward

Key challenges remain, including infrastructure
constraints, system integration, and limited digital
literacy among staff. However, continuous capacity
building, better resource allocation, and public trust-
building remain priorities.

Evidence-Based Intervention and Policy

The commitment to Evidence-based decision-
making extends beyond operations to national policy
formulation, which is achieved through institutional
alignment and data quality assurance.

* Policy Alignment: The collaboration with the
Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) is critical,
ensuring that the UPF's administrative data
standards align with the National Statistical
System. This means data collected by the Police
is high-quality and directly usable for national
policy planning, budget allocation, and the
overall assessment of justice and safety sector
performance.

« Transparency and Accountability: The
digitization of key administrative processes
from recording cases and issuing traffic tickets
to managing personnel is a policy intervention
aimed at reducing human interaction and
mitigating opportunities for corruption. Using
automated systems like the EPS for fines,
for example, ensures that revenue collection
is transparent and eliminates unauthorized

haggling, reinforcing public trust.

Issue 2-Newsletter /11
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The future focus is on fully integrating all UPF
administrative systems through the NITA-U Ug
Hub platform and expanding the use of Al for crime
prediction. This integration is crucial for achieving
seamless data retrieval across other Ministries,
Departments, and Agencies (MDAs), which is vital
for expedited, evidence-backed investigations and
enhancing judicial process reliability.

Conclusion

Digitisation has redefined policing in Uganda. Through
professionalisation, institutional reforms, and data
innovation, the UPF is transitioning into a 21st-century
police service thatis smarter, more efficient, and citizen-
centered. This evolution not only enhances public safety
but also reinforces Uganda’s commitment to data-

driven governance, justice, and national development.

The writer is a Commissioner of Police-head of Research
and Development.

EVALUATION FORM
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We are Evidence Based

Rogers Matte (PhD) UBOS Board Member (3rd left- standing) and other members of staff-UBOS with some of the
members from the National Statistica System(NSS) pose for a group photo after a public lecture as part of the
activities to mark Afric Statistics Day 2025 at Statistics House



STATISTICS FOR SECURITY, WHY THE UGANDA
PRISONS STRATEGY NEEDS A DATA-DRIVEN UPDATE

Ssempungu Apollo

Statistics has for ages played an essential and a multi-
faceted role in the security domain including physical,
cyber, and national defence, shifting it from a reactive
approach to a proactive, data informed discipline.

Uganda Prisons has for long relied on statistical data to
better understand the operations of the prison systems.
With its current 269 prisons units spread across the
country, the Service generates large volumes of data on
the daily basis ranging from crime, health, industrial and
agricultural, human resource, welfare and rehabilitation.

In an era of facts and evidence-based decision making,
thelandscapeis evolving faster than ever. Prison security
is no longer about high walls and fences, but also
encompasses understanding the data and statistics that
drives the security threats likely to occur at any time. The
latest Uganda Prisons statistics reveals that the prison

population annual growthrateis at 7.0% compared to the
country’s population annual growth rate of 2.9% (UBOS
NPHS Report 2024). This incommensurate growth rate
has seen the prison population grow to about 80,000
prisoners from 45,092 prisoners in 2015 yet the current
available accommodation space is for only 23,184
prisoners. Consequently, this poses potential threats to
the Service and therefore policy shifts must be put in
place but based to constant data driven update.

With this state of affairs, UPS Management leverages
on use of historical and real time data to get insights
into the size and structure of the prison population,
help identify crime trends, track the effectiveness of
rehabilitation programs, and monitor safety and security
within the prison facilities. Additionally, the data is used
to identify specific risks and vulnerable areas that
need urgent attention. This data driven approach is a
gateway to shift beyond perceived situations and focus
on genuine threats that may jeopardise the normal
operations of the prisons.

Ultimately, prison data provides the tools for evidence-
based decision making and strategy development,
moving the Service from assumptions to actionable
insights.

The writer is a Senior Supretendant of Prisons

Mr. Ssempungu Apollo (Uganda Prisons), Mr. Byamugisha Benedict (Uganda Police) and Ms. Aliziki Kaudha Lubega standing
up for the National Anthem during the Africa Statistics Weeks celebrations 2025 at Statistics House.

Issue 2-Newsletter /13
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STRUGGLES

Robert Mukasa - UNICEF

KAMPALA — The signing took only minutes, but the
promise it carried stretched far beyond the walls of
the Uganda Bureau of Statistics conference room on
December 1,2025. As the ink dried on the Memorandum
of Understanding between UBOS and UNICEF, the
murmurs in the room faded into something quieter: the
realization that, for the first time, Uganda was preparing
to count every child’s story, not as a statistic, but as a
life that matters. UNICEF Country Representative in
Uganda, Dr Robin Nandy, sat beside Chris N Mukiza
(phd), the Executive Director of the Uganda Bureau of
Statistics, as the two prepared to sign the document.
The Memorandum of Understanding marked Uganda’s
first child-focused Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey,
a technical name for what is, at its core, a profoundly
human undertaking.This survey, Dr Nandy explained,
is meant to ‘collect statistically sound and comparable
data on children and women,” information that will shape
policy, guide programmes, and help the country track its
progress toward key development goals, including the
Sustainable Development Goals.

UNICEF, UBOS LAUNCH FIRST CHILD
SURVEY TO UNCOVER HIDDEN

For years, Uganda has relied on Uganda Demographic
and Health Surveys (UDHS), which is focused on
the population health and living conditions and not
designed to tell the story of its youngest citizens. ‘This is
more than the formalization of an agreement, Dr Robin
Nandy said moments after signing the Memorandum of
Understanding with Chris N Mukiza (phd), the Executive
Director of UBOS. ‘It is a powerful testament to our
shared vision for evidence-based decision-making,
accountability, and meaningful progress for every child
in Uganda!

A survey built around people, not numbers

The Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey, developed by
UNICEF in the 1990s and used in more than one
hundred and twenty countries, is one of the most trusted
tools for understanding children's lives. It gathers
detailed information on health, nutrition, education,
water, sanitation, protection, disability, and household
conditions.

Uganda has run other surveys, including the Uganda
Demographic and Health Survey, but never a full MICS.
For Dr Nandy, the gap is not technical. It is human.

‘Let us remember that behind each statistic is a human
story, he said. ‘A child who deserves to grow up healthy
and educated, a mother seeking safe water and nutri-
tion for her family, a community aspiring for a brighter
future’

MICS is designed to capture those stories with care. Not
as averages, but as lived realities, household by house-

hold.

Why Uganda needs this data now.

Dr Mukiza noted that, the only way to understand what
children are facing, and why some are falling behind
is Data that speaks.This survey will have all elements
required in the Uganda Demographic Household Survey,
he said. "You will have a very strong UDHS within the
MICS. The MoU we have signed with UNICEF will address
several technical and financial issues we have been
having. 'A partnership built on shared responsibility

At the centre of the ceremony was a belief shared by both
institutions: that a country cannot protect its children if



it cannot see them clearly.l wish to recognize the
leadership and dedication of the Uganda Bureau of
Statistics, Dr Nandy said. ‘Our goal is unwavering:
to ensure every child is counted, and no one is left
behind’

For UBOS, the survey is an opportunity to strengthen
national planning and ensure that decisions reflect
peoples lives. For UNICEF, it is part of its long-
standing work to support governments to use
evidence to improve the lives of children.

“Because UNICEF's main calling is the welfare of
children,” Dr Mukiza said. “We find that child poverty
persists in Uganda and needs to be tackled. But
tackling poverty, we need facts and figures, where are
these children, who are they, the conditions they live
in, and what could be causing their predicaments.

Statistical thinking will one day be as

necessary for efficient citizenship as

the ability to read and write

H. G. Wells ,,

Issue 2-Newsletter /15
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Uganda’'s education sector faces dynamic
challenges, including rapid population growth,
inequity Inaccess to quality education, slow
digital transformation, and the need for
workforce-ready skills. To address these issues,
the Ministry of Education and Sports employs
statistical analysis from the EMIS to refine
policies, improve service delivery, and measure
program impact.

Key areas where statistics drive progress
include:

Gaps in Access to Education: Data highlights
disparities in school enrollment between urban and
rural areas, enabling targeted interventions such as
constructing new schools in underserved regions.

Teacher Deployment: Statistical data informs
equitable teacher distribution, ensuring that hard-
to-reach schools receive adequate staffing under
Universal Primary Education (UPE and Universal
Secondary Education (USE) programs.

Budget Allocation: Enrollment and infrastructure
statistics guide funding decisions, ensuring financial
resources reach the most disadvantaged schools and
institutions.

Capitation Grants for Schools and Tertiary
Institutions: Data-driven planning ensures fair and
strategic allocation of capitation grants, addressing
school needs based on student population and
performance indicators.

Disaster Preparedness and Crisis Response: During
crises like COVID-19, education statistics played a
crucial role in implementing remote learning solutions
and evaluating their effectiveness.

Furthermore, collaborations with UBOS and other
international organizations enhance data accuracy,

ENHANCING EFFICIENCY AND
INCLUSIVITY THROUGH STATISTICS

Jovan Lubega

reliability, and transparency, reinforcing Uganda’s
commitment to leaving no child behind.

Building a Future-Ready Education System

As Uganda works toward Sustainable Development
Goal 4 (SDG 4) ensuring inclusive and equitable quality
education, statistics remain indispensable in fostering
transparency, accountability, and efficiency.The use of
education statistics has led to:

Improved education planning: Data-driven strategies
have enhanced resource allocation and prioritization.

Targeted interventions: Evidence-based decision-
making has enabled solutions tailored to specific
education challenges, such as improving literacy rates.

Enhanced accountability: Data-driven oversight has
increased transparency and efficiency in education
service delivery.

The Ministry of Education and Sports is committed
to leveraging data and statistics to drive education
transformation in Uganda. Through our collaboration
with UBOS, we aim to ensure that education decision-
making is informed by robust, reliable, and timely
statistics.

Conclusion

By embracing a culture of data-driven governance, the
Ministry ensures that every policy from early childhood
education to vocational and University training is
grounded in evidence and insight.

Together, we can unlock the power of statistics to
improve education outcomes, transform the lives of
Ugandan children and youth, and build an education

system that is equitable, efficient, and fit for the future.

The writer Senior Statistician Ministry of
Education and Sports

Email: jovanlubega10@gmail.com



UBOS INSPIRES THE NEXT GENERATION OF
STATISTICIANS AT THE 2025 STUDENTS SYMPOSIUM

Okudi Paul

Ms. Lydia Namono Niyibizi, Head of Department Outreach and
Quality Assurance UBOS, Awarding University Students with
Statistical Books at the 2025 Student’s Symposium at Uganda
Christian University Mukono.

The Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS), through
its Department of Professional Services and the
Department of Outreach and Quality Assurance,
proudly joined hundreds of young statisticians at this
year's 2025 Students Symposium, a flagship event of
the African Statistics Week celebrations. The gathering
brought together passionate learners from universities
across the country—each eager to explore the fast-
changing world of data and better understand their
place within the National Statistical System (NSS).

The Symposium burst into life as a dynamic meeting
ground where UBOS and the rising generation of
statisticians connected, exchanged ideas, and ignited
new inspiration. The UBOS team took centre stage
with powerful keynote presentations and hands-
on interactive sessions that showcased the magic
behind professional ethics, capacity building, and
methodological excellence—key ingredients for a
strong and trustworthy statistical community.

Students were thrilled to discover a world of
opportunities waiting for them: internships that open
real-world doors, mentorship initiatives that sharpen
talent, and UBOS-led training programmes crafted to
boost skills in modern data collection, smart sampling
strategies, and cutting-edge statistical computing. It
was a treasure chest of professional growth.

One of the Symposium’s brightest moments was
the electrifying panel discussion on “Data-Driven
Storytelling Using UBOS Data.” Here, students
dazzled the audience with creative demonstrations
of how UBOS data can solve real-life challenges—
from social issues to economic puzzles. Their
enthusiasm was contagious as they celebrated
UBOS's bold integration of technology and innovation
to improve data quality and service delivery.

But the fun didn't stop at the podium. The event
spilled onto the football field in a lively, laughter-filled
showdown between the UBOS staff and the Uganda
Statistical Society (USS) student team. With energy
high and cheers echoing across the pitch, UBOS
clinched a thrilling 2—1 victory—a reminder that the
Bureau champions not just professional excellence
but also teamwork, wellness, and community spirit
across the statistical family.

UBOS extends heartfelt appreciation to the Uganda
Statistical Society, the partnering universities, and
every enthusiastic participant who made the day
unforgettable. As UBOS continues to strengthen
the National Statistical System, empowering young
statisticians remains at the heart of its mission—
because the future of national data depends on the
brilliance, creativity, and passion of these emerging
leaders.

The 2025 Students’ Symposium stands as a shining
testament to UBOS's commitment to nurturing
Uganda'’s next generation of statistical champions—a
commitment that will fuel a more innovative,
capable, and resilient statistical community for
years to come.

The writer is a Principal Statistician-UBOS
Email: paul.okudi@ubos.org
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The Unseen Engine: Why Statistics Drive Uganda’s
Socio-Economic Development

ARINAWE ANGELA

Uganda, nation brimming with potential, navigates its
path towards socio-economic advancement through
a myriad of factors. While infrastructure projects and
policy reforms often take center stage, a less visible
yet equally critical engine powers this progress: Sta-
tistics. The systematic collection, analysis, interpre-
tation, and presentation of data are not mere num-
bers on the page; they are the bedrock upon which
informed decisions are made, resources are allocat-
ed effectively, and progress is accurately measured.

Consider the agriculture sector, the backbone
of Uganda’'s economy. Statistics on crop yields,
land use, and farmer demographics and vital for
understanding food security, identifying areas
needing support, and designing effective agricultural
policies. Without accurate data, interventions might
be misdirected, failing to address the real needs of
farmers and hindering agricultural growth.

Similarly, in the realm of health, statistics on
disease prevalence, infant mortality rates, and
access to health care services paint a clear picture
of the nation's health status. This data informs
the allocation of resources for disease prevention
programs, the training of healthcare professionals
and development targeted interventions to improve
public health outcomes. Imagine trying to combat
malaria without knowing its prevalence in different
regions-efforts would be scattered and inefficient.

Education, another cornerstone of development,
relies heavily on statistics. Enrollment rates, literacy
levels, and student-teacher ratios provide a crucial
insight into the state of education system. This data
guides policy decision on resource allocation for
schools, teacher training programs, and initiatives
aimed atimproving educational quality and access for
al Ugandan children. Beyond these specific sectors,
statistics play a vital role in understanding broader
Socio-economic trends. Data on poverty levels,
income inequality, employment rates and access
to basic services help policy makers identify key
challenges and formulate strategies to address them.
For instance, understanding the regional disparities
in poverty allow for targeted interventions to uplift
the most vulnerable populations. Furthermore,
Statistics are essential for monitoring and evaluating

the impact for monitoring and evaluating the impact
of development programs and policies. By tracking
key indicators over time, policymakers can assess
whether interventions are achieving their intended
goals and make necessary adjustments. This
evidence -based approach ensures that resources
are used effectively and that progress is tangible.

In conclusion, Statistics are not just abstract figures;
they are a powerful tool for understanding the
complexities of Uganda’s Socio-economic landscape.
They provide the evidence needed for informed
decision-making, effective resource allocation, and
the accurate measurement of progress. Investing in
robust statistical systems and fostering a culture of
data utilization is paramount for unlocking Uganda'’s
full socio-economic potential and ensuring a brighter

future for all citizens.

The writer is a student of statistics at
Makerere University Business School
Nakawa.

A STATISTICS QUOTE

“The ultimate purpose of
collecting the data is to
provide a basis for action
or a recommendation.”

W. Edwards Deming




John Igumira Gumaho
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As part of its commitment to national development
and community well-being, the Uganda Bureau of
Statistics (UBOS) continues to demonstrate that its
mandate extends beyond producing official data.
Through impactful Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiatives, UBOS shows its dedication to
improving the lives of Ugandans. Among its most
meaningful interventions is its annual blood donation
drive, a lifesaving contribution to Uganda’s healthcare
system. These activities are usually organized
during Africa Statistics Week, a period dedicated
to recognizing the role of statistics in national
development.

As part of its CSR mandate, UBOS mobilizes staff,
partner institutions, and members of the public to
voluntarily donate blood to support the national
demand for safe blood. Donation centers typically
include the UBOS headquarters at Statistics House
in Kampala as well as regional offices in Gulu, Arua,
Mbale and Mbarara.

Uganda frequently faces shortages of safe blood due
to growing medical demands and limited voluntary
donations. UBOS's blood donation initiative therefore
plays a crucial role in bridging this gap.

The initiative has produced significant impact over the
years. UBTS has acknowledged UBOS as one of the
most consistent institutional contributors, noting that
the Bureau has collectively donated more than 5,400
units of blood over an eight-year period. Past drives
have yielded impressive results:

The Executive Director, Chris N. Mukiza(Phd), has
always emphasized that, at UBOS, more is done than
producing statistics and deliberate steps are taken to
support the communities from which dataiis collected.
Donating blood is one of the most direct ways UBOS
can save lives and contribute to a healthier Uganda.

Fostering the Culture of Compassion and
Volunteerism, the blood donation events attract a
strong turnout of employees each year. The exercise
inspires volunteerism and strengthens institutional
unity. This initiative brings out the human side of our
work. Our staff are always eager to donate because
they know that one simple act can save up to three
lives. This spirit of compassion is what keeps UBOS
strong.

CSR initiatives like blood donation reinforce UBOS's
image as a socially responsible and people centered
institution which strengthens Public Image and Trust.
When the public sees UBOS leading by example
in lifesaving causes, it builds trust and this is a
justification that UBOS is not only producing numbers
but also supporting the people behind the statistics.

The drive has equally come out as a collaborative
partnership for greater impact. The success of the
blood donation drive is built on strong partnerships
with the Uganda Blood Transfusion Service. UBOS
has always been recognized as one of the institutions
UBTS relies on for continuous voluntary blood
donation and our commitment helps save countless
lives across Uganda.

The UBOS blood donation CSR initiative reflects the
Bureau's dedication to national service beyond its core
statistical mandate. By championing this noble cause,
UBOS helps save lives while strengthening its identity
as a compassionate, responsible, and community
focused institution.

The writer is Public Relations Officer at UBOS
john.igumira@ubos.org

UBOS Executive Director, Chris N. Mukiza (PhD)
Left receiving a certificate of recognition for UBOS'’s
Contribution from Dr. Dorothy Kyeyune Byabazaire,
Executive Director Uganda Blood Bank
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IMPACT THROUGH BLOOD DONATION
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Pictorial of the 2025 African Statistics Week Blood Donation Drive
at the Different Donation Centres
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The Bureau has collectively donated more than 5400 units of blood over an eight year period. Apart of it's CSR mandate, UBOS,
mobilized staff, partner intuitions, and members of the public who voluntarily donated 1370 units of blood at the different
donation centers at bureau head offices, as well as regional offices of Gulu, Arua, Mbale and Mbarara
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UBOS Signs Memorandum of understanding with Inter Religious
Council of Uganda.

Vicent Fred Sennono(PhD) UBOS-Deputy Executive(Right) pose Msgr. Charles Kasibante(Left) Apostle Dr. Joseph Serwadda(Centre)
for a photo with Apostle Dr. Joseph Serwadda the Presiding Vicent Fred Sennono(PhD)UBOS-Deputy Executive Director

Apostle, Born Again Faith in Uganda Co-President,Council of accompanied by other UBOS Officials at the signing of the MOU.
Presidents at Statistics House.

UBOS Signs Memorandum of understanding with Cultural Institutions
i1

Chris N. Mukiza (PhD), UBOS Executive Director signs Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Bunyoro (Left) and Bugisu (Right)
Kingdoms. The partnership will enhance data collection by cultural institutions to facilitate harmonised evidence based planning and data
driven decision making to support community development.
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Nyiramahoro Aphia

The Executive Director of the Uganda Bureau of Statistics
(UBOS), Chris N. Mukiza, hosted a delegation from the
World Bank led by Ms. Rinku Murgai, Head of the Equity
and Poverty Team, at Statistics House in Kampala. The
meeting focused on advancing poverty measurement
through Small Area Estimates (SAE) and deepening
collaboration between UBOS and the World Bank to
enhance poverty statistics, build technical capacity,
and strengthen data-driven interventions that support
sustainable development.

In a bid to strengthen Uganda’'s Poverty Measurement,
the Uganda Bureau of Statistics has held a meeting with
Officials from the World Bank to show her commitment
to data driven meeting. The UBOS-World Bank initiative
on poverty measurement using Small Area estimates
aims to refine the accuracy of poverty statistics at both
national and subnational levels.

This enhanced approach will facilitate the precise
identification of vulnerable populations, thereby
supporting the Government of Uganda in its mission to
implement targeted, evidence-based poverty reduction
strategies in alignment with the country’s sustainable
development goals.

As Uganda strives to improve its socio-economic
landscape, this partnership represents a crucial step
towards fostering a more inclusive and equitable society
through informed policy-making and effective poverty
eradication strategies.

The Executive Director of UBOS Dr. Mukiza commended
the World Bank for its continued support in enhancing
Uganda's statistical capabilities.. He reaffirmed UBOS's
commitment to sustaining this long-term partnership,
which has significantly improved the production and
quality of poverty data over the years. This collaboration
has proven vital in improving the quality and reliability of
poverty of data over the years.

Dr. Mukiza reaffirmed UBOS's dedication to maintaining
its long-term partnership with the Bank, emphasizing the
organization's commitment to equipping its staff with
essential training tools. “UBOS remains dedicated to
ensuring that staff have access to the necessary training
and tools to enhance their technical skills in poverty
measurement using small area estimation methods,’
he stated. “Our goal is to provide the necessary data
for accurate and sustainable poverty measurement in
Uganda”.

UBO0S-World Bank strengthen Joint
Poverty Measurement Efforts using
Small Area Estimates in Uganda.

The Deputy Executive Director, Dr. Vincent Fred Sennono,
also acknowledged the World Bank’s instrumental role
in promoting transparency, knowledge sharing, and
technical collaboration. He praised the Bank’s continued
support in capacity building and its focus on data-driven
job creation and poverty reduction programs, particularly
highlighting the Parish Development Model (PDM) as a
key initiative aimed at transitioning households from
subsistence to commercial production thereby fostering
economic growth.

Ms. Rinku Murgai acknowledged the importance of
relying on Official Government Statistical Data to establish
accurate poverty characteristics, trends, and drivers. She
noted that such analytical work is essential for designing
effective poverty reduction interventions.

“The World Bank publishes poverty estimates every five
years using government data on both monetary and
non-monetary indicators,” Ms. Murgai explained. “Moving
forward, there is also a need to generate a refugee
analytical report using data from the National Population
and Housing Census.”

Murgai called for the establishment of a joint technical
working group to further strengthen collaboration
between UBOS and the World Bank through continuous
training, data sharing, and evidence-based policy
recommendations. She reaffirmed the World Bank's
commitment to supporting Uganda's efforts in producing
high-quality, timely, and policy-relevant statistics that

inform inclusive growth and poverty reduction.

The writer is a public Relations Officer at UBOS.
Email: aphia.nyiramahoro@ubos.org
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Statistics is not just numbers, it is the heartbeat of a
nation on the move, as it reveals her progress in socio-
economic development. From battling diseases to
boosting harvests and building schools, data drives
socio-economic development. The government of
Uganda has incorporated statistics as the fundamental
guide for transforming the country into a thriving middle
income status economy through its Vision 2040. Let's
explore three stories where numbers turned challenges
into wins, proving their power in the health, education
and agricultural sectors.

Health: The Day Ebola Bowed to Data

In 2019, an Ebola outbreak sent shockwaves through
the heart of Kasese, Uganda. The deadly virus crept into
the community, leaving a trail of fear and uncertainty.
At the epicentre of this chaos stood Amina, a resolute
nurse whose courage became the last line of defence
against an invisible enemy. Day after day, Amina’s clinic
doors swung open to desperate patients, their bodies
wracked with fever and pain. The air was thick with
despair as families clung to hope as they helplessly
watched their loved ones succumb to the brutal grip
of the virus. The clinic, a modest haven of healing was
now an overcrowded battlefield struggling to contain
the surge of cases.

Amidst the chaos, Dr. Okello, a statistician arrived,
armed not with syringes but with data. Using data from
the 2009 Swine flu pandemic, he formulated a similar
strategy to contain the outbreak that involved mapping
infections and contact tracing of possible victims to be
quarantined. Following his approach, Amina and her
team enforced contact tracing techniques to identify,
isolate and quarantine the affected victims. Slowly, the
tide turned and fear gave way to victory. In the end,

Ebola bowed not to panic but to the power of data.

This victory was more than just survival, it was a
testament to how statistics can be used to triumph
over the deadliest disease outbreaks that would disrupt
the nation's economy. Since lives were saved and
livelihoods restored, markets were reopened and the
community emerged stronger.

The Importance of Statistics in
the Socio-Economic Development

of Uganda.

Education: Classrooms from Census Statistics

Uganda depends on education as her vital connection
to progress while statistical data enables its expansion.
In 2023, Sarah's Primary school in Gulu exceeded its
capacity of 300 students, and yet she currently employs
only five teaching staff. Mr. James, an Education Data
Analyst on a mission to address this challenge, presents
census data on Gulu's child population growth between

the years 2014 to 2023, as illustrated in the figure below
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A bar graph showing Gulu's child population
growth between 2014 to 2023
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According to his data, the child population of Gulu
increased by 15% from 2014 to 2023. “You need more
classrooms” he tells Sarah. Using this information,
Sarah crafts a compelling proposal to the Ministry of
Education advocating for increased investment in school
infrastructure. The evidence was irrefutable since the
overcrowded classrooms were hindering the learning
processes and without immediate intervention, student
dropout cases would rise. Luckily, her efforts bore fruit,
as the Ministry of Education approved the funding and
within months, new classrooms were built. By 2024,
student dropout rates had plummeted.

Sarah's proposal extends beyond building more
classrooms; it represents a transformative shift in
Uganda's educational landscape, whereby strategic
investment in infrastructure is paving way for greater
opportunities where academic success leads to
employment, economic empowerment and national
growth. Educationis not just about literacy, it is a catalyst
for progress, equipping the youth with skills to contribute
meaningfully to the country’'s Gross Domestic Product.
With data driven policies and strategic investments,
Uganda is steadily fulfilling her objective of enhancing
human capital development in the National Development

Plan (NDP V)

Agriculture: Rainfall Statistics save Coffee
Farmers

Agriculture remains the lifeblood of Uganda’s economy,
sustaining millions and shaping livelihoods. Yet, the
delicate balance between prosperity and loss often rests
on a single factor, rainfall. In January 2022, in the coffee
rich region of Mbale, Farmer Kato watched helplessly as
his once thriving coffee plantation withered under the
scorching sun. The absence of rain painted a grim future,
threatening not only his harvest but also his family that
relies heavily on his harvest for their livelihood. However,
hope is not lost. Agnes, a weather statistician unveils
a crucial insight-understanding rainfall trends can
empower farmers to predict, adapt and mitigate risks to
sustain their yields. The graph below reveals a powerful
story of the nature of rainfall received in Mbale between

2015 and 2021.

The writer is a member of Uganda Statistical Society
Email: pampiire19@gmail.com

A Clustered bar graph showing the amount of rainfall
received in Mbale per month for the years 2015 - 2021
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According to her data, the rainfall pattern follows a
yearly cycle that rises from March, peaking in July to
August and declining towards December with dry spells
in January, February and December. “Plant drought
resistant seeds” she says. Kato initially argued with
the suggestion but eventually followed through, which
resulted in a 30% greater yield than his competitors
achieved.

Kato's harvest contributed to Uganda’s $500 million
coffee exports that year, in addition to feeding families
and markets. Agricultural statistics like these ensure
food security and economic growth in a country.

Why statistics matter?

These three stories; Ebola's defeat, Sarah’s kids and
Kato's harvest show statistics as Uganda's unsung hero.
In health, it protects communities fuelling economic
stability. In education, it builds skills for a stronger
workforce and in agriculture, it secures harvests that
feeds the nation, while contributing to exports and job
creation. The National Development Plan thrives on
such data to lift the country’s GDP and improve on the
people’s standards of living. Uganda's future shines
brighter with every number tracked.

Picture this; a farmer counting profits, a nurse counting
lives saved and a child counting stars, all because data
daredto lead. Policymakers, farmers, teachers, everyone
wins when statistics lead the way. Therefore, let us all
seize these numbers to build a nation where every stat

tells a story of hope and every graph a promise kept.

An aerial view of Namanve Industrial Park
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Ms. Natasha Karugaba a member of the
Data Governance and Data Quality Division

BOU's Data (Vo Era
Governance Roadmap &

A data-driven Bank where trusted,

high quality, well-governed, near real-

time data supports sound policy,

operational efficiency, & financial
i i bility.

This roadmap charts Bank of Uganda's journey from data SR

maturity level 2 to level 4 — building stronger governance,

deeper accountability, and a truly data-driven culture. It

reflects our shared commitment to managing data as a

trusted asset that powers transparency, insight, and

operational excellence.

FY2027/28

Target: Maturity Level 4

* [nstitutionalize Data Governance as a Business-As-Usual practice.
* Integrate data risk and compliance indicators aligned with risk
management.

Refresh policies for emerging technologies

Publish Data Governance Impact Report showcasing results

« Continuous monitoring & advancement

FY2026/27
Optimization & Automation

Embed governance into systems

Implement data lineage tools to track data flow from source to report
Introduce Data Issue Management

Implement Al Strategy

Continuous training & upskilling of staff

FY2025/26

Integration & Enablement

External DMM reassessment

Establish centralized Data Catalogue

Develop & launch external portal

Automate data quality monitoring & reporting

Integrate Data Governance metrics & KPIs into departmental performance scorecards
Develop Al Strategy

Continuous upskilling & Training

el

FY2024/25

Structure & Standardization
Acquired scalable modern data warehouse, i.e., Enterprise Data Platform

Developed core governance frameworks (strategy, standardization, metadata, data quality)
Developed & launched internal data portal

Progress in development of digital transformation projects (SupTech, EMDRS, CDH, National Gender)
Rolled out training & upskilling

Continuous awareness efforts

FY2023/24
Policy & Committees &
+ Data Governance Policy Approved %
Governance Committees formed (DGSC, DSC, Secretariat)

Roles defined (Owners, Stewards, Custodians)

Baseline maturity assessment (DMM)

Bank-wide awareness efforts

The goal is to turn data into
information and information

into insight - carly Fiorina
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STRENGTHENING JUSTICE THROUGH STATISTICS:
ADVANCING CASE STATISTICAL PRODUCTION IN THE

JUDICIARY OF UGANDA

Bbossa Isaac Sserunkuma

|

For the past 28 years, the Judiciary of Uganda has
undergone a remarkable transformation in the
production, management, and use of case statistics—
an evolution that has significantly strengthened the
administration of justice. As mandated under Article
126 of the Constitution, the Judiciary is required to
deliver justice that is impartial, timely, and effective.
Achieving this vision is impossible without a reliable
statistical foundation, making case-data production
a core pillar of judicial performance, planning, and
accountability.

The journey began with early desktop-based systems
such as the Court Case Administration System (CCAS)
and the Summary Statistics System (SSS) between
1997 and 2016. Although these systems allowed
courts to register and track cases, they operated as
standalone applications and lacked the capability for
seamless consolidation, real-time reporting, or in-depth
analytics. Nevertheless, they laid critical groundwork
by standardizing key data points and enabling the
compilation of national case summaries.

Between 2016 and 2021, the Judiciary made a major
leap toward modernization through the introduction of
web-based CCAS and the Judiciary Data Management
System (JDMS). These platforms allowed multi-
user data capture on a single centralized instance,
significantly reducing fragmentation and enabling
improved aggregation, reporting, and trend analysis
across all courts. The Judiciary also collaborated
with national criminal justice actors to map case
descriptions to the International Classification of
Crimes for Statistical Purposes (ICCS), aligning
Uganda’s case statistics with global standards.

Today, the Judiciary is in the most advanced phase of
its digital transformation. The rollout of the Electronic
Court Case Management Information System (ECCMIS),
a fully integrated platform covering the entire case
lifecycle, marks a shift toward a truly data-driven justice
system. Complemented by CCAS, JDMS, and a new
electronic Judiciary Court User Satisfaction Survey tool,
this ecosystem now supports real-time data collection,
automated reporting, georeferenced feedback, and
advanced analytics. These tools are instrumental in
strengthening the Performance Enhancement Tool (PET)
and enhancing service delivery at all 272 courts across
the country.

The next frontier is the development of an institutional
Data Lakehouse Infrastructure to integrate ECCMIS,
CCAS, JDMS, and the public survey tool into a unified
statistical environment. This platform will enable real-
time dashboards, automated performance indicators,
predictive modelling for backlog reduction, and natural
language processing of user feedback, ushering in a new
era of evidence-based judicial management.

The Judiciary’'s partnership with the Uganda Bureau of
Statistics (UBOS) remains central to this progress. As
custodians of the National Statistical System, UBOS
provides the framework, standards, and coordination
necessary to ensure that justice-sector statistics remain
high-quality, comparable, and nationally relevant.

Together, we continue to advance a justice system where
data is not only collected, but meaningfully used to
deliver a more efficient, transparent, and people-centred
Judiciary for all Ugandans.

The writer is the Head of Judiciary Statistics Unit.
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. Productivity

L Y . Uwizeye Blair

At the Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS),
precision and performance are part of our day
to day work. Yet, beyond data and reports, UBOS
recognizes that the wellbeing of its staff is the
foundation of excellence. Through sports and
recreational activities, the Bureau has found an
effective way to promote wellness, teamwork, and
morale among employees’ values that lie at the
heart of the National Statistical Society (NSS)

Sports have become a unifying activity for staff
across directorates and the Bureau at large, with
every Friday afternoon being dedicated for wellness
amongst the staff. Whether on the football pitch,
netball court, health walks or aerobics, colleagues
engage in health competition that strengthens
bonds and breaks down workplace barriers. Every
last Sunday of the month, UBOS staff participate
in the corporate games with different companies
that come together for a common goal, team
building and networking. This as well has raised
UBOS's visibility and pride from the staff who do
participate in various activities on such game
days. The shared experiences, cheering for
teammates, celebrating wins, and learning from
defeats have built a strong sense of togetherness

Building Strength Beyond Statistics:
How Sports is Transforming UBOS Staffs’

= | Uganda Bereau of Statistics Football team

that now extends into professional collaboration.
The enthusiasm around sports has significantly
boosted staff morale. It provides a welcome break
from routine tasks and creates opportunities for
social interaction and relaxation.

Beyond teamwork, the physical and mental
benefits of regular exercise are evident. Staff report
increased energy, reduced stress, and improved
concentration. Sports have encouraged a healthy
lifestyle and instilled values of discipline, resilience,
and time management, all of which translate into
greater efficiency and commitment to UBOS's
mission.

At UBOS, the message is clear: productivity is not
only measured in numbers but also in the well-be-
ing, energy, and teamwork of its people. Sports
have become more than just games; they are a
foundation for a vibrant, motivated, and resilient
statistical community. We hope that through
sports we're able to build a stronger, healthier, and
more united team on and off the fields.

The writer is a Statistical Assistant at UBOS
Email: blair.uwizeye@ubos.org



